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had told Major Cheesman that the water-supply here was in-
termittent and dependent on the seasonal rains, but that is
incorrect. The water of the single well—and there is only
one not several—is inexhaustible and the camping of the
Badawin around it depends not on the water itself but on the
state of the neighbouring pastures; for the nomads only con-
gregate where there are pastures, and it matters little to them
whether there is water or not for, with good fresh grazing,
they and their camels can go for months without it. .Of re-
cent years, however, the district round Maqainama has
suffered from a steady drought, and the well has only been
used by visitors of passage like ourselves or raiding-parties or
Badawin travelling with their families and camels between
the southern and northern pastures. On one point my com-
panions were in entire agreement with Major Cheesman's
informant. The water of Maqainama, like that of Bir Fadhil,
is considered excellent and as good as any in the desert—it is
sweet to the taste and beneficial to the bowels of humanity in
strong contrast with the violent and foul purge-water of the
southern sands. I did not taste it myself except in tea,
coffee and cooked food, but the reputation of the water was
such that I did not omit to bring home a specimen for analysis,
No sooner had we settled down in camp than my com-
panions repaired to the well-mouth and worked at it amain
until, in about 15 to 20 minutes, they had removed first the
overlying sand and then the covering1 of skins and rafters
which, as at Bir ibn Juhaiyim and elsewhere, serves to pro-
tect the deep shaft from suffocation. The bucket attached to
a long rope, always carried by nomads and travellers where
deep wells may be encountered, was then harnessed to a
camel and lowered to the water. With a little expert dang-
ling it filled, and the camel was ridden or led down the long
incline of the well-mound dragging the rope over a pulley set
up on a wooden bracket. As the water came to the surface it
was poured out into our great dish for the waiting camels.
Then our skins were filled, and so the drawing and drinking
went on during the 48 hours of our sojourn, when the cover-
ing was replaced as carefully as possible to keep the well intact
1 Such covered.wells are known as Mutatibaq.

